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RECOGNIZING THE DEDICATED 
COMMUNITY SERVICE OF PATTY 
ROSE TO TACOMA, WA, AND THE 
GREATER PUGET SOUND REGION 

HON. DEREK KILMER 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 28, 2015 

Mr. KILMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the service and commitment of 
Patty Rose of the Pierce County Central Labor 
Council, who is receiving the distinguished 
Star of Destiny Award at the 9th Annual Des-
tiny Dinner hosted by the Tacoma Historical 
Society. 

Patty has provided unmatched leadership 
and commitment to the organized labor com-
munity and the greater citizenry of Tacoma- 
Pierce County in her 13 years guiding the 
Pierce County Labor Council with a firm com-
mitment to improving the lives of working fami-
lies in our region. She has provided sound ad-
vice and mentorship to fellow labor leaders, 
local elected officials, and rank-and-file union 
members throughout Pierce County. 

In addition to her day job, Patty serves her 
community on the Board for the United Way of 
Pierce County, which provides opportunity and 
resources to families in need. Even in the face 
of personal struggles, Patty has continued to 
serve in this capacity for the betterment of 
those less fortunate. 

Her contributions to our region’s history in-
cluded spearheading the recent 125th anniver-
sary celebration of the Pierce County Labor 
Council, which highlighted the many ways that 
this organization has helped to shape our 
community. Patty uses her leadership position 
to remind the public why basic protections and 
workers’ rights exist today—due to the advo-
cacy and sacrifice of labor leaders before her. 

Mr. Speaker, her influence on our region’s 
proud organized labor history is exemplified by 
her receipt of the Tacoma Historical Society’s 
Star of Destiny Award. This very special des-
ignation is reserved for those who show an 
‘‘unwavering commitment to the dignity and 
welfare of the working men and women of Ta-
coma and Pierce County.’’ 

Patty Rose is certainly deserving of this 
award and will be in good company. She joins 
my predecessor Rep. Norm Dicks in receiving 
this important recognition on behalf of the citi-
zens of Tacoma. I join their voices in thanks 
for her continued leadership and perseverance 
in helping to better the lives of working fami-
lies in our community. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to call Patty Rose 
my friend and I am privileged to stand on the 
floor of the United States Congress today in 
recognition of her many accomplishments and 
leadership that will continue into the future. 

FULL LEGAL RECOGNITION OF 
ALL RELIGIONS IN INDIA 

HON. ZOE LOFGREN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 28, 2015 

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, India has 
been a land of religious diversity for thousands 
of years. Hinduism, Buddhism, Sikhism, 
Jainism, Islam and Christianity, among others, 
are all important religions with centuries of his-
tory in India. Today, I would like to recognize 
their rich contributions to the Indian state. I 
hope that each one be afforded full legal dig-
nified recognition by the Indian government. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE NATIONAL SOCI-
ETY DAUGHTERS OF THE AMER-
ICAN REVOLUTION 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 28, 2015 

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the National Society Daughters of the 
American Revolution upon its one hundred 
and twenty fifth anniversary. 

The National Society Daughters of the 
American Revolution (NSDAR), a non-profit, 
non-political women’s volunteer service organi-
zation dedicated to patriotism, education and 
historic preservation, was founded in 1890 by 
Mary Smith Lockwood, Ellen Walworth, Mary 
Desha and Eugenia Washington. At their first 
meeting held on October 11, 1890, several 
women attended, as well as four members of 
the Sons of the American Revolution who 
served as an advisory board to the organiza-
tion for its first few years. In 1896 the NSDAR, 
also known as the Daughters of the American 
Revolution (DAR) was incorporated by an Act 
of Congress. 

A lineage society, NSDAR members have 
the common bond of having ancestors who 
were patriots of the American Revolution. 
Members have included many noteworthy 
women, including women’s rights pioneer 
Susan B. Anthony, American Red Cross 
founder Clara Barton, First Lady Rosalynn 
Carter, retired NASA astronaut Margaret Rhea 
Seddon and former U.S. Attorney General 
Janet Reno. With 177,000 members and 
3,000 chapters in the United States and inter-
nationally, members have volunteered millions 
of service hours for various projects and pro-
grams. Projects include supporting active duty 
military personnel and assisting veterans, sup-
porting schools for underserved children, 
awarding scholarships and providing financial 
aid to students, and restoring American Revo-
lution War sites and memorials. 

Most of NSDAR’s volunteer work is accom-
plished by the grassroots efforts of chapters 
on the local level, which focus on the mission 
areas of DAR: historic preservation, patriotism 

and education. There are several chapters in 
my 28th Congressional District. The Don José 
Verdugo Chapter, located in La Cañada 
Flintridge, has been serving the community for 
sixty-two years, focusing their efforts on vet-
erans and education. Additionally, the Martin 
Severance Chapter in Pasadena, founded in 
1914 and the Hollywood Chapter founded in 
1910; both have a strong focus on helping vet-
erans. 

For 125 years, the NSDAR has exemplified 
their motto: ‘‘God, Home, Country.’’ I am hon-
ored to recognize this excellent organization, 
and ask all Members to join me in com-
mending the National Society Daughters of the 
American Revolution upon their anniversary. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE FISH-
ERIES SURVIVAL FUND AND THE 
46TH ANNUAL BLESSING OF THE 
FLEET IN NEW BEDFORD, MAS-
SACHUSETTS 

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 28, 2015 

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Fisheries Survival Fund for re-
ceiving the Friend of the Fishing Industry 
Award at the annual Blessing of the Fleet, 
held in New Bedford, Massachusetts. 

Established in New Bedford in 1969, the 
Blessing of the Fleet is a time-honored tradi-
tion that has been celebrated by fishing com-
munities since the Archaic period. Legend 
speaks of Greek fishermen asking clergy to 
bless their boats and crews, providing well 
wishes for safe sailing and heavy nets while 
out to sea. Fittingly, the top fishing port of 
New Bedford has continued this practice for 
nearly fifty years. 

This year’s recipient of the Offshore Mari-
ners’ Wives Association’s Friend of the Fishing 
Industry award is the Fisheries Survival Fund 
(FSF). Established to ensure the long-term 
sustainability of the sea scallop fishery, FSF 
plays an incredibly important role in preserving 
and advocating for an industry that provides 
more than 50 million pounds of sea scallops 
each year and helping the port retain its status 
as the most profitable port on the East Coast 
and within the continental United States. 

The Fisheries Survival Fund is intrinsically 
imbedded in the South Coast’s fishing commu-
nity. From working with academic institutions 
and independent experts to conduct research 
on sustainability, partnering with the federal 
government to ensure responsible manage-
ment of the fishery, and by pioneering a man-
agement system and improving practices, FSF 
has helped to preserve and grow the scallop 
industry. 

Mr. Speaker, it brings me great pride to rec-
ognize the Fisheries Survival Fund’s receipt of 
the Friend of the Fishing Industry award and 
the role FSF has played in the greater New 
Bedford fishing community. 
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HONORING DON AND PATTY JACK-

SON DOCTOR FOR THEIR DEDI-
CATED SERVICE TO WESTERN 
NEW YORK 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 28, 2015 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, I stand before 
you today to recognize and honor Don and 
Patty Jackson Doctor for their tireless commit-
ment to community service. Their volunteer ef-
forts and investments in various worthwhile 
causes is a brilliant example of men and 
women in Western New York giving back to 
the region. Don Doctor has served as a com-
mittee member of the St. Thomas Aquinas 
Men’s Golf Committee and the Notre Dame 
Golf Committee for fourteen years. He has 
been instrumental in organizing golf tour-
naments that have raised thousands of dollars 
for both programs. He also served as Director 
of the Board for the West Seneca Youth Base-
ball Association for six years and was the As-
signor of the Umpires for the league. Mr. Doc-
tor was active in the West Seneca Youth 
Hockey Booster Club, and he is also a sched-
uler and a team representative for the 
Cheektowaga Old Timers League. Both Mr. 
and Mrs. Jackson Doctor participate in the 
‘‘Fill the Boot’’ drive for the Spinal Muscular 
Atrophy Research Team and are active in 
local politics. 

Mrs. Jackson Doctor is a Buffalo Public 
School Teacher and Coach—she currently 
coaches the Discovery School Swim Team 
along with Jenny Fitzpatrick Hart. Mrs. Jack-
son Doctor, with her committee, started the St. 
Thomas Aquinas Women’s Golf Tournament 
which was successfully held for eight years. 
This fundraiser benefitted the St. Thomas 
Aquinas Sports Program until the school 
closed. The tournament was then renamed the 
Marie Jackson Women’s Golf Tournament, 
which provides scholarships to four South Buf-
falo eighth graders from Notre Dame Academy 
and Discovery School in support of their at-
tendance at the Catholic school of their 
choice. Mrs. Jackson Doctor was honored as 
a member of the ‘‘Race Day Ladies’’ at the 
2012 Mt. Mercy 5k run. She continues to vol-
unteer in road races throughout the year, and 
is also active in local politics. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jackson Doctor will be hon-
ored at the upcoming 4th annual Ryan Purcell 
Memorial Run, a race held in Lackawanna, NY 
which celebrates the life of the young man 
whose life was tragically cut short. The couple 
will be awarded the 3rd annual Michael J. 
Diggins Community Service Award at the 
event, which takes place on October 3rd. 

Mr. Speaker, thank you for allowing me a 
few moments to honor and recognize Mr. and 
Mrs. Don and Patty Jackson Doctor. I ask that 
my colleagues join me in congratulating them 
on their accomplished careers and to com-
mend them for their admirable service in the 
community. 

RECOGNIZING DR. JUDY 
GENSHAFT’S LEADERSHIP OF 
THE UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH 
FLORIDA 

HON. DAVID W. JOLLY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 28, 2015 

Mr. JOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I submit an article 
that appeared in the Tampa Tribune recog-
nizing Dr. Judy Genshaft for her leadership as 
President of the University of South Florida. 
For the past 15 years, Dr. Genshaft has 
worked tirelessly to improve USF’s academic 
successes, as well as expand USF’s role in 
our local economy. It is my honor to recognize 
her achievements at the helm of USF, and we 
are fortunate to have her as a part of our 
Tampa Bay community. 

EDITORIAL: GENSHAFT’S EDUCATION AND 
ECONOMIC SUCCESSES 

[From the Tampa Tribune, Sept. 12, 2015] 
Judy Genshaft has enjoyed the longest ten-

ure of any University of South Florida presi-
dent, and by most measures the university 
has flourished under her direction. 

But often overlooked is how her 15-year 
leadership also has boosted the local econ-
omy. 

Improving USF’s academic standing, to be 
sure, has been the priority, and results have 
been impressive. The graduation rate, a per-
sistent trouble area, has jumped from 48 per-
cent in 2008 to 67 percent, thanks to univer-
sity initiatives. The average SAT test scores 
of incoming freshmen have increased by 159 
points, reflecting USF’s growing status. 

The Tampa campus, once a barren collec-
tion of far-flung buildings, has been trans-
formed into a beautifully landscaped and 
bustling community. 

Also impressive is how Genshaft has 
tapped USF’s potential as an economic en-
gine. She strengthened its ties to the busi-
ness community and made it a catalyst for 
innovation and investment. Former USF 
President Betty Castor, who served from 1994 
to 1999, also deserves credit for highlighting 
the university’s economic importance. 
Genshaft expanded that effort. 

Genshaft, who has served as chair of the 
Greater Tampa Chamber of Commerce and 
the Tampa Bay Partnership, actively sought 
to recruit companies to the area, particu-
larly those that needed the resource of a re-
search university. 

Indeed, the university has excelled at win-
ning research grants. As the Tribune’s 
Anastasia Dawson reports, when Genshaft 
came to USF it brought in about $171.3 mil-
lion in research funds. Last year that num-
ber was $440.5 million—43rd in the nation 
among public and private universities. 

These dollars have an impact far beyond 
campus. According to the National Insti-
tutes of Health, every $1 in research funding 
brings in $2.21 in local economic growth. So 
USF’s research funds alone are calculated to 
be responsible for $974 million in new eco-
nomic activity and account for 5,900 jobs 
with an average salary of $75,000. 

The emphasis on innovation has helped 
USF become the No. 1 university in the state 
for patents, and 10th in the nation and 13th 
worldwide. 

With USF badly in need of renovating its 
40-year-old medical school facilities, 
Genshaft seized the opportunity to partner 
with Lightning owner Jeff Vinik in the rede-
velopment of downtown’s Channelside Dis-
trict. Now, with the backing of the Legisla-
ture and Gov. Rick Scott, the USF Morsani 

College of Medicine and the new USF Health 
Heart Institute will be the centerpiece of 
Vinik’s downtown project, which will include 
residences, offices, hotels and retail shops. 
The school is expected to create 1,500 jobs 
and undoubtedly will attract other health- 
care enterprises. 

Genshaft also is pushing to redevelop the 
challenged neighborhoods near USF into an 
innovation district that will attract and nur-
ture new enterprises. Former Hillsborough 
County Commissioner Mark Sharpe is head-
ing the Tampa Innovation Alliance. 

Thanks to such diverse efforts, USF is 
widely recognized as a university on the 
move and is attracting widespread attention 
and support. It’s nearing its goal of raising $1 
billion in donations. 

Genshaft has had the occasional tussle 
with the Legislature, mostly stemming from 
lawmakers wanting more for USF branch 
campuses in their communities. The USF 
system includes St. Petersburg and Sara-
sota-Manatee campuses. The Legislature, in 
an act of fiscal lunacy, transformed USF’s 
Polk County branch into a separate univer-
sity, Florida Polytechnic, in 2012. 

Such dustups underscore the pitfalls of a 
branch campus system that invites meddling 
by lawmakers focused on bringing goodies to 
their districts. 

Granted, USF’s football and basketball 
programs have languished in recent years. 
But those rough spots pale in comparison to 
USF’s progress during Genshaft’s 15 years. 

Her contract runs out next year, but she 
says she would like to remain. That decision 
will be up to the USF Board of Trustees. 

But there is a good reason Genshaft has 
managed to stay at USF’s helm for 15 years. 
She is getting the job done. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE NORTHWEST 
CENTER’S 50 YEARS OF SERVICE 
AND ADVOCACY FOR PEOPLE OF 
ALL ABILITIES 

HON. JIM McDERMOTT 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 28, 2015 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
to honor the 50th anniversary of Northwest 
Center. The Northwest Center is a leader in 
advancing equal opportunities for children and 
adults with developmental disabilities. Their 
unique social enterprise model provides serv-
ices such as inclusive early childhood edu-
cation, after school programs, job training and 
placement. 

Founded in 1965, Northwest Center was ini-
tiated by parents who refused to accept that 
institutionalizing their children with special 
needs was the only option for their education 
and enrichment. Washington State is a place 
of pioneers and it was in that spirit that these 
parents effected positive change for children 
everywhere. 

Fifty years later in 2015, Northwest Center 
continues to revolutionize the ways we think 
about people with abilities different than our 
own. Where Northwest Center’s founding par-
ents were once viewed as audacious for their 
advocacy, today there is a generation of peo-
ple living rich, productive lives because they 
were given the opportunity to thrive as a part 
of a community that nurtured them as part of 
its whole, instead of isolating them as sepa-
rate and distinct. 

Northwest Center’s 50th Anniversary cele-
brates the promise the organization made a 
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half century ago, ‘‘to promote the growth, de-
velopment, and economic independence of 
persons with developmental disabilities 
through programs of education, rehabilitation, 
and work opportunity.’’ Its revolutionary ap-
proach recognizes that inclusion, not segrega-
tion, is a fundamental tenet of a strong com-
munity—at school, at work and in the world 
around us. In Northwest Center classrooms, 
children with and without disabilities share 
high expectations. Innovative companies like 
Amazon, Microsoft, and Starbucks have em-
braced the advantages of workforce inclusion. 

Against this backdrop of revolutionary 
achievement, I salute Northwest Center and 
its founders for their leadership—not only in 
their programs, but in launching a 
groundbreaking attitudinal shift that impacts 
people across the state of Washington and 
across this country. 

f 

HONORING MICHAEL AND KELLY 
DIAMOND ANDERSON FOR THEIR 
DEDICATED SERVICE TO WEST-
ERN NEW YORK 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 28, 2015 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, I stand before 
you today to recognize and honor Michael and 
Kelly Anderson for their dedicated commitment 
to bettering the community. Mr. and Mrs. An-
derson have supported various civic initiatives 
throughout Western New York in the last 15 
years. 

Mrs. Anderson, a Peer Review Coordinator 
at Catholic Health Systems, has demonstrated 
her passion for service through her involve-
ment with the WNY Perinatal Bereavement 
Network, which provides support for families 
dealing with the loss of children at birth. She 
has chaired the WNYPBN’s Walk to Remem-
ber and Elegant Evening to Remember 
events, and is also a coordinator for the WNY 
Perinatal Parent telephone support group. 
Mrs. Anderson has been a generous donor to 
the Sister’s hospital foundation, and the Ste-
ven’s Bereavement Fund. Like his wife, Mr. 
Anderson has been deeply involved in service 
efforts for the community. Mr. Anderson, an 
Area Sales Manager for First Niagara Finan-
cial Group, volunteers on several nonprofit 
boards in WNY; he currently serves as presi-
dent elect for the University at Buffalo Alumni 
Association, in addition to being on the Board 
of Directors for the Amherst Chamber of Com-
merce. Mr. Anderson is also a volunteer Youth 
mentor for Leadership Buffalo, where he is an 
alumnus of the Leadership Buffalo Class of 
2010. 

Since 2011, Mr. and Mrs. Anderson have 
helped organize a local fundraiser called RTG 
for a Cure, which raises money each year to 
help support pediatric cancer initiatives. Mrs. 
Anderson is also an ardent supporter of the 
Red Cross, and donates her time to the City 
Mission and St. Vincent DePaul Society. Kelly 
and Michael will be honored at the upcoming 
4th annual Ryan Purcell Memorial Run, a race 
held in Lackawanna, NY which celebrates the 
life of the young man whose life was tragically 
cut short. The couple will be awarded the 3rd 
annual Tim O’Neil Good Samaritan Award at 
the event, which takes place on October 3rd. 

Mr. Speaker, thank you for allowing me a 
few moments to honor and recognize Mr. and 
Mrs. Anderson. I ask that my colleagues join 
me in congratulating them on their accom-
plished careers and to commend them for 
their admirable service in the community. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 160TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF BEECH CREEK BAPTIST 
CHURCH 

HON. BRIAN BABIN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 28, 2015 

Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize and celebrate the 160th Homecoming 
and Anniversary of the Beech Creek Baptist 
Church, in Spurger, Texas. 

Charter members were James G. Collier, 
his wife Elizabeth Collier, his half-sister Mary 
Caswell, his stepmother Mary Keith, his 
daughter Lucy Ratcliff, his brother Thomas 
Collier and his nieces Volumnia Freeman and 
Mary Baker. 

With no Baptist church in this area at the 
time, eight community members came to-
gether on September 24, 1855 to organize a 
church by the name of Beech Creek. 

As the oldest Baptist Church in Tyler County 
with complete records of its existence, Beech 
Creek is an important and treasured place of 
worship for our area. 

As we pause to celebrate another important 
milestone, let us remember those who faith-
fully and humbly came before us in service to 
God at Beech Creek Baptist Church. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF MS. WILLIE MAE SEATON 

HON. CEDRIC L. RICHMOND 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 28, 2015 

Mr. RICHMOND. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the life of Willie Mae Seaton, long-
time owner of Willie Mae’s Scotch House in 
New Orleans. Ms. Seaton passed away on 
September 18, 2015, at the age of 99. 

Ms. Seaton was born in Crystal Springs, 
Mississippi, and moved to New Orleans during 
World War II with her husband who worked at 
the Higgins Shipyard. For several years she 
drove a taxi, worked at a dry cleaner, and was 
a licensed beautician. Ms. Seaton’s true ambi-
tion, however, was to own a bar. 

In 1957, Ms. Seaton turned her corner 
beauty shop into Willie Mae’s Scotch House 
where it quickly became a neighborhood fa-
vorite. While cooking out of the bar’s kitchen, 
patrons encouraged her to open a restaurant. 
Famous for its fried chicken, Ms. Seaton ran 
her business for decades. 

Ms. Seaton represented everything that is 
great about New Orleans. She had a wonder-
ful spirit and always greeted everyone who 
came to visit her restaurant with warmth and 
love. To this day, Willie Mae’s is among the 
best fried chicken you will ever find. In fact, 
when President Obama visited New Orleans 
for the 10th anniversary of Hurricane Katrina, 
we ate at Willie Mae’s. 

Ms. Seaton was named an America’s Clas-
sic by the James Beard Foundation in May 

2005. Later that year, the floods that followed 
post-Katrina levee failure destroyed Willie 
Mae’s Scotch House and Ms. Seaton’s home 
next door. A testament to her impact on the 
New Orleans community, waves of volunteers 
helped to rebuild her neighborhood restaurant. 

New Orleans will not be the same without 
her, but her legacy will forever be a part of the 
city. Her story of turning her small beauty 
shop into a world-renowned establishment ex-
emplifies the spirit of New Orleans. Stories like 
hers will show generations of Americans that 
if we work hard, our dreams can become a re-
ality. 

Mr. Speaker, I celebrate the life and legacy 
of Ms. Seaton, a beloved mother, grand-
mother, and example to African-American en-
trepreneurs everywhere. 

f 

HONORING THE CAREER OF LIEU-
TENANT COLONEL MICHAEL 
SHELTON KEM 

HON. JOHN KATKO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 28, 2015 

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the career of Lieutenant Colonel Mi-
chael Shelton Kem. Lieutenant Colonel Kem 
has served our country for 26 years with the 
United States Air Force and New York Air Na-
tional Guard. Lieutenant Colonel Kem has 
been decorated with numerous medals, 
awards, and service distinctions and will retire 
from military service on October 1st. It is my 
honor to recognize such a distinguished cit-
izen and airman. 

Lieutenant Colonel Kem began his military 
career in 1989 when he received his commis-
sion after graduating from the United States 
Air Force Academy where he received his 
Bachelor of Science degree in Human Factors 
Engineering. Lieutenant Colonel Kem served 
active duty from May 1989 through September 
2000. Lieutenant Colonel Kem had a very suc-
cessful active duty career; after commissioning 
he attended pilot training at Laughlin Air Force 
Base, Texas and remained there after grad-
uating as a First Assignment Instructor Pilot 
(FAIP) in the T–38. During his time at Laughlin 
Air Force Base, he flew as a check pilot, was 
an assistant Flight Commander, and the Run-
way Supervisory Unit Training and Standard-
ization Officer-In-Charge. 

Lieutenant Colonel Kem then flew the C– 
141 at Travis Air Force Base, California, work-
ing as a training officer and flying missions to 
all points of the world. His final active duty as-
signment was at Randolph Air Force Base, 
Texas, as a Pilot Instructor Training (PIT) in-
structor in the T–1A. While stationed at Ran-
dolph Air Force Base, Texas, he served as the 
assistant Chief of the Standardization and 
Evaluations division. 

Lieutenant Colonel Kem joined the New 
York Air National Guard in 2002 and served 
with the 152nd Air Operations Group as an Air 
Mobility Liaison officer. While in that unit he 
was deployed overseas for the start of Oper-
ation Iraqi Freedom in early 2003. After return-
ing from that deployment, Lieutenant Colonel 
Kem joined the RC–26 program at Hancock 
Field, supporting law enforcement throughout 
the Northeast, performing airborne counter 
drug surveillance operations. 
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Shortly after joining the RC–26 program, its 

mission expanded to include missions outside 
the United States to locations such as Colom-
bia, South America, various locations within 
Iraq and Afghanistan, and more recently to 
Lima, Peru. Lieutenant Colonel Kem coura-
geously deployed ten times with the RC–26 in 
support of Operations Iraqi Freedom, New 
Dawn, and Enduring Freedom. Five of those 
deployments were to Iraq and two to Afghani-
stan. 

Lieutenant Colonel Kem has dedicated 26 
years of service to the United States of Amer-
ica. Lieutenant Colonel Kem earned his pilot 
wings at Laughlin Air Force Base, Texas, and 
throughout his career he has earned the rating 
of Command Pilot, while logging 7,600 military 
flight hours, 1,115 combat hours, and 277 
combat sorties. Lieutenant Colonel Kem 
worked his way through the ranks to earn the 
title of Lieutenant Colonel in September 2007. 
His effective dates of promotion are: Second 
Lieutenant—May 1989; First Lieutenant—May 
1991; Captain—May 1993; Major—September 
2000; Lieutenant Colonel—September 2007. 

Lieutenant Colonel Kem’s major military 
awards and decorations include the Meri-
torious Service Medal; Air Medal with ten de-
vices, Aerial Achievement Medal with two de-
vices, Joint Service Achievement Medal, Air 
Force Achievement Medal with two devices, 
Meritorious Unit Award, Air Force Outstanding 
Unit Award with ten devices, Combat Readi-
ness Medal with two devices, National De-
fense Service Medal, Armed Forces Expedi-
tionary Medal with one device, Afghanistan 
Campaign Medal with two devices, Iraq Cam-
paign Medal with two devices, Global War on 
Terrorism Expeditionary Medal, and the Global 
War on Terrorism Service Medal. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to congratulate 
Lieutenant Colonel Kem on his retirement and 
to thank him for his selfless service to our 
country. 

f 

CONGRATULATING COACH JOHN 
CALIPARI, NAISMITH MEMORIAL 
BASKETBALL HALL OF FAME 
MEMBER 

HON. ANDY BARR 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 28, 2015 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise to congratu-
late John Calipari, Head Basketball Coach of 
the University of Kentucky Wildcats, on his in-
duction into the Naismith Memorial Basketball 
Hall of Fame. Over his career as a basketball 
coach, Calipari has received many well de-
served awards and the Hall of Fame recog-
nizes the years of successful accomplish-
ments. 

In twenty two years as a head coach in col-
lege basketball, Coach Cal has an overall 
record of 593–174 (.773). He has led three 
schools to the Final Four; UMass, Memphis, 
and Kentucky. At the University of Kentucky, 
his teams have reached the Final Four in four 
out of the last five years. As all Kentuckians 
know, the 2012 Kentucky team won the na-
tional championship. He has twenty official 
twenty win seasons and eight official thirty win 
seasons as a college head coach. 

In addition to his amazing won-loss record 
and his successful teams, Coach Cal can be 

very proud of the positive affect he has had on 
the lives of many young men. Numerous 
former players are now successful stars in the 
next step of their careers, the NBA. Coach Cal 
continues to follow their careers after they go 
to the NBA and takes time to show continued 
interest in their lives. 

Coach Calipari can also be proud of the 
positive contributions he has made to the 
communities where he has coached through 
philanthropic efforts. Not only does he give 
generously to the community in many ways, 
he teaches his players to do the same. Young 
men on his teams are known for spending 
time with those who are less fortunate, espe-
cially children. He teaches players to be posi-
tive role models and good citizens. 

For all the accomplishments of his college 
basketball coaching career, Coach John 
Calipari has been honored with membership in 
the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of 
Fame. As a proud alumnus of the University of 
Kentucky and lifelong Wildcat fan, I am happy 
to be able to congratulate him before the 
House of Representatives. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF EBBY HALLIDAY 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, September 28, 2015 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today with great pleasure 
to pay tribute to the life and legacy of a proud 
Dallasite and a true American. Ebby Halliday, 
known in North Texas as the ‘‘Queen of Real 
Estate,’’ passed in Dallas on Wednesday, 
September 9, 2015. The 70-year-old company 
that she founded, Ebby Halliday Real Estate, 
has nearly 1800 real estate agents and in 
2014 amassed sales of $6.6 billion. The im-
pact of her company was only outweighed by 
the impact of her character. 

The life and work of Ebby Halliday is a part 
of the social and economic fabric of Dallas. 
Mrs. Halliday approached philanthropy with 
the same way she approached real estate. Al-
ways graceful, she explained her work ethic 
by saying: ‘‘I work like a dog and act like a 
lady.’’ Her intensity and charm only intensified 
with age. 

Praise for Mrs. Halliday rings far and wide 
in Dallas, from the state capitol to her many 
employees. Twenty-three years ago, she 
placed 49 percent of the company that she 
had build into a stock portfolio for her employ-
ees. She believed that they should be re-
warded for their work. 

She changed the scope and nature of the 
real estate industry in Texas, by including, re-
cruiting, and mentoring talented women to 
lead the industry. Some of the largest real es-
tate firms in North Texas today are owned by 
women who received their training under the 
prudent tutelage of Ebby Halliday. 

At a celebration for her 100th birthday four 
years ago, this graceful lady donned a ukulele 
and sang ‘‘Happy Days Are Here Again.’’ She 
was as joyous as the youngest person in the 
room. 

Because of Ebby Halliday, Dallas grew not 
only in size, but in the capacity to love. I want 
to take this time to remember her, on behalf 
of her family, the city of Dallas. 

Mr. Speaker, Ebby Halliday is an unforget-
table public servant and leader. A woman 

fueled by passion and concern for others, she 
was a trailblazer for women throughout the 
state of Texas. She left a powerful legacy that 
will live for generations. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MR. THOMAS MAR-
TIN, CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
AND SUPERINTENDENT OF LIN-
COLN COUNTY PUBLIC HOSPITAL 
DISTRICT NO. 3, ON HIS RETIRE-
MENT 

HON. CATHY McMORRIS RODGERS 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 28, 2015 

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to celebrate Mr. Thomas Martin, 
the Chief Executive Officer and Super-
intendent of Lincoln County Hospital, for his 
years of service and advocacy to Eastern 
Washington. A visionary leader, Mr. Martin 
served for more than twenty-six years as a 
hospital administrator in Lincoln County. Mr. 
Martin will be retiring at the end of January 
and I am pleased to recognize his accomplish-
ments and countless contributions to our great 
community in Eastern Washington. 

Throughout his illustrious career, Tom 
gained a reputation as a visionary and innova-
tive leader. In Northeastern Washington, his 
legacy includes numerous programs that were 
developed and utilized during his tenure, 
namely Level One Cardiac Care, F.A.S.T 
Stroke, Remote Presence Physicians using ro-
botics, Telehealth, and other key partnerships 
with tertiary facilities and services. Due to his 
tireless work, these programs and initiatives 
will continue to better the lives of those in 
Eastern Washington for generations to come. 

Furthermore, through the years, Tom re-
ceived several prestigious healthcare and 
leadership awards including the American Col-
lege of Healthcare Executives Regents Award, 
the Qualis Health Award of Excellence in 
Healthcare Quality, and the Healthcare Lead-
ership Award from the Washington Rural 
Health Association and the Becker’s National 
Review. These awards exemplify Mr. Martin’s 
incredible service to our community. 

Constantly working to advance the health 
and well-being of those in the Inland North-
west, Tom continually positioned his hospital 
and programs for success. Through his efforts, 
he provided increased access to healthcare 
throughout our community and continues to 
remain an important advocate for rural health 
care and Critical Access Hospitals all across 
our State. Mr. Martin is a true testament to 
what an involved and devoted member of a 
community looks like and continually goes 
above and beyond to advance healthcare ef-
forts in Northeastern Washington. 

I would like to thank Mr. Thomas Martin for 
his years of dedication to Lincoln County and 
to the greater Inland Northwest. I applaud his 
commitment to advocating for rural healthcare 
access all across our State and for his devo-
tion to bettering the lives of those within East-
ern Washington. I wish him the best of luck in 
the next chapter of his life. 
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IN HONOR OF THE LIFE OF DE- 

SHAUN SWANSON 

HON. ANDRÉ CARSON 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 28, 2015 

Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, today 
I rise with a heavy heart, as I grieve along 
with the entire City of Indianapolis for the loss 
of a young man whose life was cut tragically 
short by senseless gun violence. Today, we 
remember De-Shaun Swanson, a 10-year-old 
boy who was taken from this world too soon 
on Saturday, September 19, 2015. 

Although he was only with us for a short 
time, I am confident that the memories of De- 
Shaun can provide some solace in the face of 
this tragedy. De-Shaun was one of six children 
and a fifth grade student at Stony Brook Ele-
mentary. Family and friends have described 
him as an energetic young man who loved to 
rap, play football, with his team the Steelers, 
and joke around. 

Today, I ask my colleagues to join me in ex-
tending prayers to De-Shaun Swanson’s par-
ents, Antwuan Lawrence and Shannon Swan-
son, his siblings, friends, coaches, teammates, 
teachers, as well as the entire Indianapolis 
community. I pray that God rests his soul and 
gives peace and comfort to his family and 
friends. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOHN LEWIS 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 28, 2015 

Mr. LEWIS. Mr. Speaker, I was unable to 
cast roll call votes on September 25th. Had I 
been present, I would have cast the following 
votes: 

On roll call 508, I would have voted Yes. 
On roll call 509, I would have voted Yes. 
On roll call 510, I would have voted Yes. 
On roll call 511, I would have voted Yes. 
On roll call 512, I would have voted Yes. 
On roll call 513, I would have voted Yes. 
On roll call 514, I would have voted No. 
On roll call 515, I would have voted Yes. 
On roll call 516, I would have voted Yes. 
On roll call 517, I would have voted Yes. 
On roll call 518, I would have voted No. 

f 

HONORING JILL JOHNSON 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 28, 2015 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize Jill Johnson upon her 
retirement from the Napa County Office of 
Education. Jill has served in this office for 30 
years, and she will end her career as Director 
of General Services this September. Her com-
mitment to our local community is notable and 
deserving of recognition. 

Over the past thirty years, Ms. Johnson has 
led a remarkable career. She began as an 
aide, and worked her way up to teacher, and 
eventually head teacher. Her administrative 

background includes time as purchasing agent 
and purchasing supervisor. She then moved 
on to become an Admissions Coordinator for 
Fairs, and currently serves as the Director of 
General Services for the Napa County Office 
of Education. 

In addition, Ms. Johnson has been awarded 
several titles and held several offices through-
out her professional experience. She served 
as an Alternate Board Member for the North 
Bay Schools Insurance Authority. She was 
part of the California Schools of Business Offi-
cials as a Sacramento Section Director, as 
well as part of the Sacramento Section Re-
search and Professional Development Com-
mittee. Jill is a former member of the Sunrise 
Soroptimist and is currently a Member of the 
School Nutrition Association and Women of 
the Moose. 

Mr. Speaker, it is fitting and proper that we 
honor Jill Johnson at this time and thank Jill 
for her invaluable service and wish her a most 
enjoyable retirement. Her commitment to serv-
ing her community and her level of dedication 
will not be easily replaced. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BRENDAN F. BOYLE 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 28, 2015 

Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, on September 16, 2015, I 
missed rollcall vote number 495 and number 
496 due to difficulty traveling because of a 
broken leg. Had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘yes’’ on rollcall 495 and 496. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE DISTRICT 
OF COLUMBIA GOVERNMENT 
SHUTDOWN AVOIDANCE ACT OF 
2015 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 28, 2015 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, although it ap-
pears the federal government will narrowly 
avert a shutdown on October 1, the second 
shutdown since 2013, I rise today to offer the 
District of Columbia Government Shutdown 
Avoidance Act of 2015 to permanently author-
ize the District to spend its local funds during 
a federal shutdown and therefore to remain 
open during a shutdown. Congress has re-
cently exempted D.C. from shutdowns on an 
annual basis, and this bill simply makes those 
exemptions permanent. 

The District has an $8 billion local budget, 
which is comprised entirely of local revenue 
sources, such as taxes and fees. The District 
should be free, as every state and city is, to 
spend its own local funds during a federal 
shutdown. The shutdowns involve congres-
sional disputes about federal funding, but the 
federal government does not provide a dollar 
of D.C.’s local budget. The D.C. government 
should never have to wonder whether it will be 
part of a federal shutdown, have to prepare in 
case of a shutdown, or even have to ask Con-
gress to be exempted annually. No Member of 
the House or Senate has spoken up in favor 

of shutting down the D.C. government, and I 
do not believe any Member wants to shut 
down the D.C. government and bring a large, 
complicated city to its knees over purely fed-
eral matters in which the city is not involved. 

There is unprecedented bipartisan and bi-
cameral support, as well as support from the 
Obama administration, for preventing D.C. 
shutdowns. In fiscal years 2014 and 2015, for 
the first time ever, Congress exempted D.C. 
from shutdowns for an entire fiscal year (fiscal 
years 2015 and 2016, respectively). The pend-
ing House and Senate fiscal year 2016 D.C. 
Appropriations bills each exempt D.C. from 
shutdowns for fiscal year 2017. 

Among the most important reasons for a 
permanent shutdown exemption would be the 
significant financial and operational benefits 
for the District. If the District shuts down, it 
could default under certain financing agree-
ments and leases. The financial importance of 
eliminating shutdown threats to the District 
were definitively shown recently. The three 
leading bond rating agencies have cited the 
annual shutdown exemption as a positive 
credit factor in upgrading or maintaining their 
ratings on the District’s bonds. The city’s part-
ners, Wall Street and vendors alike can 
charge a risk premium for the uncertainty cre-
ated by shutdown threats. A permanent shut-
down exemption would undoubtedly improve 
D.C.’s creditworthiness even more. 

The 650,000 D.C. residents do not suffer 
alone when vital city services cease during a 
shutdown. Federal officials, federal buildings, 
foreign embassies and dignitaries, businesses 
and tourists rely daily on the city’s services as 
well. Successive continuing resolutions (CRs) 
do not help much. Not only do successive 
CRs make it difficult for the city to plan its ac-
tivities for the year, they increase the city’s 
costs of doing business. Shutdown threats 
force the District to invest time and money 
preparing contingency shutdown plans. 

Although federal shutdowns have shut down 
the District in the past, the District did not shut 
down during the 2013 federal shutdown, only 
because D.C. was able to use previously ap-
propriated contingency funds to remain open. 
However, the District had to severely ration its 
payments, risking its credit standing, and if the 
federal shutdown had continued for much 
longer, the District would have exhausted 
those funds and shut down, too. 

It is clear that Congress does not intend 
such risks and consequences to the District. 
Congress loses nothing by allowing the Dis-
trict, which submits a balanced budget, almost 
always with surpluses, each year, to remain 
open. 

I urge my colleagues to support this bill. 
f 

IN RECOGNITION OF DR. VALERIE 
JONES 

HON. JOHN LEWIS 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 28, 2015 

Mr. LEWIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in recogni-
tion of Dr. Valerie Camille Jones, Ed.D. an ed-
ucator at the Ron Clark Academy located in 
my congressional district. I am proud to share 
that the President of the United States re-
cently honored Dr. Jones with the Presidential 
Award for Excellence in Mathematics and 
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Science Teaching (PAEMST), which is our 
country’s highest honor in math and science 
for teachers. 

For over 15 years, Dr. Jones has served her 
country and the people of Metropolitan Atlanta 
as a teacher. Dr. Jones earned her bachelor’s 
degree in Mathematics at Spelman College 
and continued her studies by earning master’s 
and doctoral degrees in Education from Geor-
gia State University. As you may know, Mr. 
Speaker, both of these wonderful institutions 
are located in Georgia’s 5th Congressional 
District. 

Dr. Jones is greatly respected for her cre-
ative approach in making the most difficult 
subjects accessible and tangible to her stu-
dents. Dr. Jones teaches her students how to 
effectively use mathematical models as com-
munication tools. In the classroom, she devel-
ops art and video games simulations to con-
nect students to math and coordinates field 
trips to provide real-life examples of angles 
and forces for struggling geometry students. 

Not only does Dr. Jones’ innovative and cre-
ative approach help students develop the crit-
ical skills they need to compete and thrive in 
today’s world, but she also goes out of her 
way to share these effective teaching tech-
niques with over 17,000 teachers across the 
country and around the world. As you can 
see, Mr. Speaker, Dr. Jones is a wonderful 
national and international model and practi-
tioner in the field of education. 

Today, I join the President, the administra-
tion, the Ron Clark Academy community, and 
Metropolitan Atlanta in congratulating Dr. 
Jones on this prestigious honor, and thanking 
her for her tireless work and support of the 
most precious and beloved members of our 
community—our youth—our future. 

f 

CONGRATULATING ADRIAN 
KARMAZYN, VOICE OF AMERICA 
UKRAINIAN SERVICE CHIEF, ON 
THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF HIS RE-
TIREMENT 

HON. MARCY KAPTUR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 28, 2015 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Ukrainian-American and Northern 
Ohioan Adrian Karmazyn on the announce-
ment of his retirement as Voice of America’s 
(VOA) Ukrainian Service Chief. Mr. Karmazyn 
is a native of Parma, Ohio and is respected 
around the world as a veteran journalist cov-
ering Ukraine and Ukrainian-American com-
munities in the United States. 

During his career, Mr. Karmazyn has con-
tributed immensely to keeping the flame of 
freedom alive in Ukraine, even during some of 
her darkest hours. He is a freedom fighter. His 
mindful voice has been an essential compo-
nent on the arduous path to a more open, 
democratic society following the collapse of 
the Soviet Union and the harrowing but steady 
progress of Ukraine to become part of the Eu-
ropean community of nations. 

Mr. Karmazyn attended Ohio State Univer-
sity, receiving a B.A. in History. He then joined 
Voice of America in 1988 as an international 
radio broadcaster in VOA’s Ukrainian Service, 
serving as a writer, producer, reporter, trans-
lator, announcer, and eventually as a cor-

respondent in Kyiv. While there, he recruited a 
team of radio and video journalists in Kyiv and 
in other regional cities, helping to establish 
VOA’s reporting presence throughout Ukraine. 

He continued to distinguish himself and in 
1999 was named Program Manager of VOA’s 
Ukrainian Service. Mr. Karmazyn directed the 
reorganization of the weekly Ukrainian Service 
TV magazine program Vikno v America, or 
Window on America. Over the next several 
years, the Ukrainian Service significantly ex-
panded its network of reporters in Ukraine. 

In 2004, Mr. Karmazyn was assigned lead-
ership over VOA’s Ukrainian television pro-
gramming. Later that year, during Ukraine’s 
Orange Revolution, Karmazyn oversaw the 
launch of the daily Chas-Time television pro-
gram. He was appointed Chief of VOA’s 
Ukrainian Service in 2006 and served as one 
of the most reliable and valuable sources of 
information during the Euromaidan protests 
and Revolution of Dignity in 2013. This was 
vital as freedom of the press was under threat 
in the region. 

I have known and worked with Adrian 
Karmazyn for many years. Please allow me to 
extend my heartfelt appreciation for his years 
of exemplary and passionate service and his 
commitment to telling the stories of Ukraine, 
from Kyiv to Cleveland. His labor has brought 
the American people and the people of 
Ukraine closer for decades, with his regular 
presence and positive influence at VOA for the 
cause of liberty. His has been a voice of free-
dom and he will be missed. 

f 

RECOGNIZING TAIWANESE 
NATIONAL DAY 

HON. ALAN S. LOWENTHAL 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 28, 2015 

Mr. LOWENTHAL. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
in recognition of the upcoming National Day of 
the Republic of China, commonly known as 
Taiwan, on October 10th. 

The economic relationship between the 
United States and Taiwan has been long and 
prosperous and will continue long into the fu-
ture. 

Taiwan is a key trading partner for my state 
of California, and indeed for the entire United 
States. In my own district, Taiwan is a vital 
source and destination of cargo coming 
through the Port of Long Beach. 

In recent decades, Taiwan has created a 
democracy that, since 1996, has conducted di-
rect presidential elections every four years and 
witnessed the peaceful passage of power from 
one political party to another on two occa-
sions. It is a regional and global economic 
force, and makes global contributions cul-
turally in fields ranging from art to fashion. 
Through our shared security partnership, Tai-
wan also contributes to the security of the 
Asia-Pacific, and is a humanitarian force 
around the globe. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in wishing 
the people of Taiwan a Happy Double Ten 
Day, and in thanking Taiwan for its many con-
tributions to the global community. 

RECOGNIZING CLAUDE GORDON 
‘‘PEEWEE’’ SHAFFER’S 90TH 
BIRTHDAY 

HON. KEN BUCK 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 28, 2015 

Mr. BUCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize Claude Gordon ‘‘PeeWee’’ Shaffer’s 
90th birthday which will take place Saturday, 
October 3rd of 2015. 

Claude served his country from 1943 to 
1946 during World War II. He was drafted into 
the Army and completed Gunnery School in 
Arizona. He was then sent to Rapid City Army 
Air Base in South Dakota for training and crew 
assignment as a ball turret gunner. Claude 
then became a Staff Sargeant and member of 
the 545th Bomb Squadron, the Dark Angel 
Crew. 

As a part of this distinguished squadron, he 
was ordered to carry out a bombing mission 
on Leipzig, Germany on March 17, 1945. On 
this mission, his B17 was shot down behind 
enemy lines near Naundorf, Germany. Claude 
was captured and became a prisoner of war. 

After being captured, Claude and his squad 
mates were prisoners to both the Wehrmacht 
and the Luftwaffe and were transported 
around Germany. They went to Oschatz, Wei-
mar, Nuremberg, and Moosburg until finally ar-
riving at the Stalag VII, a prisoner of war 
camp. It wasn’t until April 29, 1945 that Stalag 
VII was liberated and he was released. Claude 
was discharged the following year. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my privilege to recognize 
Claude for his service to our country with a 
flag flown over the United States Capitol in his 
honor. He is a true patriot for his actions and 
I wish him a very happy birthday. 

f 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 28, 2015 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $18,151,073,031,331.50. We’ve 
added $7,524,195,982,418.42 to our debt in 6 
years. This is over $7.5 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE FIVE-YEAR 
ANNIVERSARY OF LOVELL 

FEDERAL HEALTH CARE CENTER 

HON. ROBERT J. DOLD 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 28, 2015 

Mr. DOLD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to ex-
tend my congratulations to the Captain James 
A. Lovell Federal Health Care Center, the na-
tion’s first and only integrated Department of 
Veterans Affairs and Department of Defense 
medical center, on its five-year anniversary. 
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In just five years, the Center demonstrated 

the merits of combining two different health 
care systems. Through hard work and dedica-
tion, the FHCC staff has shown that one 
health care facility can annually provide excel-
lent care to over 90,000 military personnel, 
their families, military retirees and Veterans. I 
would like to personally congratulate Director 
Dr. Stephan Holt, and Deputy Director Navy 
Captain Bob Buckley. Their vision and enthu-
siasm facilitated the integration tremendously. 

I look forward to celebrating many more an-
niversaries of the Lovell Federal Health Care 
Center. Congratulations and thank you for 
your hard work. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TOM COLE 
OF OKLAHOMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 28, 2015 

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I was unavoidably 
detained and not present for Roll Call vote 
number 518. Had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘YEA’’ on final passage of H.R. 348, the 
Responsibly and Professionally Invigorating 
Development Act of 2015. On Roll Call num-
ber 514, (Gosar of Arizona Amendment No. 8 
to H.R. 348) I intended to vote ‘‘YEA.’’ 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 375TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF FARMINGTON, CON-
NECTICUT 

HON. ELIZABETH H. ESTY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 28, 2015 

Ms. ESTY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to cele-
brate the 375th anniversary of Farmington, 
Connecticut. 

During the month of August and September, 
seven historical organizations planned History 
Day to display, honor, and celebrate influential 
Farmington community leaders. This historic 
milestone recognizes Farmington’s deeply 
rooted history and significance as one of the 
first settlements in New England. 

Over the past 375 years, Farmington resi-
dents have enjoyed the fruits of the land, sce-
nic views along the Farmington River, and 
trails through the Farmington Valley greenway. 
Though closely neighboring the major metro-
politan hub of Hartford, the town of Farm-
ington has maintained its unique character 
through careful land use and historic preserva-
tion. 

On September 13, 2015, the town cele-
brated History Day, educating community 
members about the first Tunxis Indians who 
welcomed new settlers into the area. In 1640, 
the early settlers purchased the land that 
would become Farmington. During the mid- 
1700s, Farmington’s rich farmland and access 
to water made it an attractive destination for 
homesteaders. As trade opportunities evolved, 
a booming economy brought with it an era of 
technological innovation. Manufacturers lo-
cated their factories in the Unionville section of 
Farmington to take advantage of its easy ac-
cess to the Farmington Canal, which was later 
replaced by a railroad. 

Through its many periods of growth, Farm-
ington continues to embody the values instilled 

by its early inhabitants to promote its natural 
resources. From its wooden lands, to the ma-
jestic river and valley, Farmington offers its 
residents a getaway from the Hartford metro-
politan area, while remaining in a central loca-
tion in the state. I am honored to represent 
Farmington in Congress. 

Congratulations to Farmington on its 375th 
anniversary. 

f 

CELEBRATING 25 YEARS OF 
NATIONAL RICE MONTH 

HON. K. MICHAEL CONAWAY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 28, 2015 

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
join with America’s rice farmers in celebrating 
the month of September as National Rice 
Month. 

It has been 25 years since September was 
first declared National Rice Month. 

On this silver anniversary, I want to pay a 
special tribute to the hard working men and 
women who produce rice on their family 
farms. 

I would also like to recognize all of those 
who mill and market rice, all of the suppliers 
and buyers, and, of course, all of the con-
sumers who make rice an essential part of 
their diet. 

Rice farming in America actually predates 
our nation’s independence, beginning some 
300 years ago. 

Today, America’s rice industry creates 
125,000 good-paying jobs and contributes an 
estimated $34 billion to our nation’s economy, 
including an estimated direct impact of $169.8 
million in my home state of Texas. 

Nine million tons of rice are grown each 
year by family farmers on some 2.7 million 
acres of land, predominately in the states of 
Arkansas, California, Louisiana, Mississippi, 
Missouri, and Texas. While these six states 
produce the lion’s share of rice in America, 
there is also rice production in other states, 
like Illinois and Tennessee, and the entire rice 
industry reaches every state in the nation, es-
pecially those states with cereal makers, brew-
eries, and other food-makers that use rice as 
a key ingredient. 

On top of this, about half of America’s rice 
crop is bound for export markets, helping to 
feed people around the globe while positively 
contributing to our nation’s balance of trade. 

Although the figures I just listed are as im-
pressive as they are important, the benefits of 
rice are not limited to jobs and the economy. 

Health-wise, rice is a source of more than 
15 vitamins and minerals and 100% gluten- 
free, with only 100 calories per serving. Brown 
rice is 100% whole grain and may reduce the 
risk of heart disease and certain cancers. 

What is more, studies suggest that those 
who eat rice have healthier diets than those 
who do not. 

On the conservation front, America’s rice 
farmers have a longstanding commitment to 
protect and preserve natural resources. 
Today, U.S. rice farmers produce more rice 
using less land, energy, and water than they 
did just 20 years ago. Our rice farms provide 
critical habitat for hundreds of species, particu-
larly migratory birds. 

America’s rice farmers continue to serve as 
leaders in the farming community by pro-

ducing a healthy, conservation-friendly food 
that, as a byproduct, generates jobs and eco-
nomic opportunity. 

It is fitting that we honor the hard working 
American farmers, millers, merchants, sup-
pliers and buyers, and the consumers who 
make rice not only such a wholesome and 
popular food but an important part of our 
economy. 

I ask that my colleagues join with me in 
celebrating September as National Rice 
Month. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF RICHARD 
RAINWATER 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 28, 2015 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, Richard Rainwater sadly passed away on 
Sunday, September 27, 2015, at his home in 
Fort Worth, Texas. The following obituary by 
Miguel Bustillo, Gregory Zuckerman and Rob 
Copeland was published in The Wall Street 
Journal on September 27, 2015. The citizens 
of South Carolina especially appreciate the 
Rainwater and Moore families for their phe-
nomenal generosity promoting business edu-
cation at the University of South Carolina. 

Long before Wall Street was littered with 
swaggering hedge-fund billionaires, Richard 
Rainwater earned a Texas-size reputation as 
an investor with an eye on the big score. 

He helped install Michael Eisner as Walt 
Disney Co. chief executive, steered George 
W. Bush to buy a stake in Major League 
Baseball’s Texas Rangers and helped mul-
tiply the Bass family fortune one-hundred- 
fold before building a billion-dollar one of his 
own. 

‘‘My brother said, ‘Don’t be mediocre at 
anything; be remarkable at something,’ ’’ 
Mr. Rainwater recalled in 2010 in a speech at 
Stanford University. 

Mr. Rainwater died on Sunday morning at 
his home in Fort Worth, Texas, according to 
the Rainwater Charitable Foundation and 
his family. He had been suffering from com-
plications of a rare brain disease. He was 71 
years old. 

Born to a middle-class family, Mr. Rain-
water parlayed a gift for mathematics and a 
gregarious personality into a more than $2 
billion fortune as a financial adviser and 
wheeler-dealer whose underlings went on to 
become chief executives, governors and 
hedge-fund tycoons. 

‘‘He was a laid back guy who liked to in-
vest but he was not a fan of fancy dinners or 
some of the other things that went with it,’’ 
his son, Todd, said on Sunday. ‘‘What he was 
best at is being a talent scout. He would find 
a troubled business, find the best person to 
run it, the Michael Jordan of that industry, 
and inevitably that person would turn the 
business around’’. 

A native of Fort Worth, Mr. Rainwater at-
tended the Stanford Graduate School of 
Business on scholarship, where he met Sid 
Bass, who hired him to serve as chief invest-
ment adviser for the Bass brothers, who were 
also from Fort Worth. 

He began working in 1970 for the Bass fam-
ily, which had inherited an oil fortune from 
Texas wildcatter Sid Williams Richardson, 
and helped them to dramatically increase 
their wealth over the next decade and a half 
through a dizzying succession of deals. 

Perhaps the most famous deal was the Bass 
family’s rescue of then-struggling Disney in 
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1984 with a nearly $500 million investment to 
ward off a potential hostile takeover bid by 
financier Saul Steinberg. Mr. Rainwater 
helped handpick a new management team for 
Disney led by Mr. Eisner that brought the 
studio back to prominence—and made the 
Bass brothers billions. 

‘‘Richard was one of best deal guys who 
ever lived,’’ said David Bonderman, who met 
Mr. Rainwater while working for Robert 
Bass and later founded private-equity giant 
TPG. ‘‘He was always confident and idiosyn-
cratic, and generally was right.’’ 

Mr. Rainwater struck out on his own in the 
late 1980s, continuing his penchant for spot-
ting distressed assets and market quirks 
that made for bold investment opportunities 
through his private-equity firm, Rainwater 
Inc. His winning moves included buying 
more than 15 million square feet of down-
town Houston real estate during a slump in 
the mid-1990s; many of the properties later 
sold for two or three times his purchase 
price. 

In addition to mastering the art of the 
deal, Mr. Rainwater became known for his 
extraordinary ability to spot and cultivate 
young talent during the 1980s and early 1990s. 
His Fort Worth offices became a salon of 
sorts for ambitious young financiers. 

Among those he encouraged was Edward S. 
Lampert, who began his ESL Investments 
Inc. hedge fund in the office. Down the hall 
at the time was Rick Scott, who became the 
CEO of the Columbia/HCA hospital chain and 
is now governor of Florida. 

‘‘He believed in [young people] and made 
them believe in themselves,’’ said Mr. 
Lampert, who later made a fortune for inves-
tors buying the debt of Kmart and steering 
the troubled retailer out of bankruptcy. 

Mr. Rainwater’s unorthodox personal 
style—he would often stand on his desk to 
hammer home a point—made an impression 
on his protégés, as did his lack of pretense. 
Mr. Bonderman recalled how Mr. Rainwater 
once traveled to a city to cut a deal without 
packing a suitcase; the billionaire brought a 
change of clothes in a paper bag. 

‘‘He couldn’t be bothered, he was a total 
character,’’ Mr. Bonderman said. ‘‘It was all 
about making lot of money and having fun 
doing it.’’ 

Mr. Rainwater, who had three children 
with his first wife, Karen, married Darla 
Moore, a prominent bankruptcy banker, in 
1991. 

Ms. Moore became CEO of Rainwater Inc. 
in 1994 and brought a harder edge to some of 
the firm’s dealings that generated con-
troversy, notably when it forced oilman T. 
Boone Pickens to leave the company he 
founded, Mesa Petroleum, in 1996. 

Mr. Rainwater had slowed his investment 
activity, playing golf and traveling with his 
wife, when he began experiencing falls and 
mood changes. He slowly withdrew from pub-
lic life as the symptoms of progressive 
supranuclear palsy, a rare brain disease with 
no known cure, became more pronounced and 
he lost his ability to speak clearly. Doctors 
warned his friends and family that he would 
almost certainly die from the disease. 

Undeterred, Mr. Rainwater’s family tack-
led the problem through an investment, cre-
ating the Tau Consortium, a group of inter-
national scientists, which is trying to under-
stand and ultimately treat degenerative 
brain diseases such as the one that struck 
Mr. Rainwater. The Tau Consortium has 
spent a total of more than $50 million trying 
to find a solution to the disease, a cure that 
may also assist people with a more common 
illness: Alzheimer’s disease, Todd Rainwater 
said Sunday. 

‘‘Just like my father invested in business, 
we went about assembling the top team pos-
sible to work on this,’’ he said. ‘‘I do have 

faith that ultimately, we will be able to 
make a difference.’’ 

f 

MR. GEORGE AIGEN 

HON. AUSTIN SCOTT 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 28, 2015 

Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I would like to recognize Mr. George Aigen 
today for his ninetieth birthday. As a veteran 
of World War II, he has been a leader in his 
community, and revered for his service and 
sacrifice to our great nation. 

Seventy one years ago, Mr. Aigen was 
drafted into the Army as a corporal in the 
1269th Engineer Combat Battalion. At the age 
of nineteen, he had experienced much fighting 
and witnessed horrible atrocities while serving 
in Europe. In 1945, as the war drew to a 
close, Mr. Aigen was among the first soldiers 
to liberate the prisoners of Dachau, one of the 
oldest Nazi concentration camps. 

In his community, Mr. Aigen has spoken to 
schools, universities, and countless organiza-
tions about the horrors committed by the 
Nazis and the importance of military service. 
His dedication to our country has been com-
memorated across Georgia from the Valdosta 
community to the state capitol. Mr. Aigen’s 
story has been archived at the Library of Con-
gress and televised by Georgia Public Broad-
casting. 

Through his actions, service, and commu-
nity involvement, Mr. Aigen has demonstrated 
that he is a leader, a mentor, and a hero. I am 
humbled to honor him and his legacy as our 
nation’s servicemen and servicewomen secure 
our freedoms for future generations. 

f 

H.R. 348—RAPID ACT 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 28, 2015 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, on Friday, 
September 25, 2015, I voted against H.R. 348, 
the RAPID Act, which, if enacted, would se-
verely weaken the National Environmental Pol-
icy Act (NEPA). Under current law, NEPA re-
quires federal agencies to go through a public 
assessment of the environmental impacts of 
certain proposed federal actions and man-
dates the consideration of alternatives to those 
actions. This process often identifies alter-
natives that are less costly and have fewer im-
pacts on the environment. 

While I support efforts to refine our regu-
latory process in a manner that rewards out-
comes instead of dictating onerous processes, 
H.R. 348 adds confusion and would lead to 
worse outcomes for our environment, commu-
nities and future generations. This bill would 
allow potential developers to prepare environ-
mental review documents for their proposed 
projects, creating clear conflicts of interest. 
The bill prohibits agencies from using the so-
cial cost of carbon in the environmental review 
or decision-making process and it limits the 
ability of an aggrieved party to seek judicial re-
view of a permit or license. The bill imposes 
arbitrary and rigid deadlines for review and ap-

proval, and it provides for default approvals of 
permits or licenses if deadlines are not met; a 
measure that wholly undermines the environ-
mental review process. 

The stated goal of this bill is to help 
projects—including infrastructure projects—to 
move forward more quickly. The NEPA proc-
ess, however, is not the reason for project 
delays; other factors such as project com-
plexity and under-resourced agencies are to 
blame. At the Army Corps of Engineers, there 
is a $60 billion backlog of authorized water re-
sources projects that were successfully ap-
proved under NEPA, but have not been built 
due to lack of funding. Our roads and bridges 
are in disrepair, not due to NEPA, but be-
cause the Congress has failed to act to raise 
the gas tax, leaving the federal government 
short of resources. The Highway Trust Fund is 
projected to need $90 billion in additional rev-
enue over the next six years just to stay sol-
vent. Additionally, the NEPA process, which 
ensures the public has a voice in the planning 
of major projects that impact their commu-
nities, leads to better decision-making and bet-
ter projects. In the end, NEPA saves time, 
money and reduces negative impacts. 

NEPA’s positive impact is unquestionable— 
it is one of the nation’s bedrock environmental 
laws, ensuring careful decision making and 
public participation. I am disappointed to see 
H.R. 348 pass the House, which will only limit 
the public’s participation, increase confusion 
and undermine responsible agency reviews. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF DENARD 
DAVIS 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 28, 2015 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of Denard Davis, a pillar of the 
community in Merced County. Mr. Denard 
Davis passed away September 8th, 2015. He 
is survived by his wife Yvonne, two daughters, 
Donna and Dorma, 3 grandchildren and 1 
great grandchild. 

Denard Davis was born in New Orleans, 
Louisiana on May 15, 1934. Denard left New 
Orleans to attend Texas College in Tyler, 
Texas. Denard then served in the United 
States Marine Corps. 

After his discharge from the Corps in 1959 
he went to San Francisco to work as a sub-
stitute teacher. On May 16, 1960 he married 
his childhood sweetheart Yvonne. On August 
13th 1960 the newlyweds arrived in Merced 
where Denard began working for the Merced 
City School District. After teaching for fifteen 
years Denard became the first African Amer-
ican Assistant Superintendent of Merced 
County schools, providing administrative lead-
ership for over 30 years. 

Denard Davis had extensive experience in 
the planning and development of educational 
programs from their inception to their imple-
mentation. He was an instrumental part in the 
development of the Head Start buildings in 
Planada and South Dos Palos. Denard also 
played an essential role in the development of 
preschool programs and buildings in the mi-
grant worker camps in Merced, Stanislaus and 
San Joaquin Counties. His efforts later ex-
tended to Madera and Contra Costa counties 
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in 1969 and his administrative duties included 
hiring all staff in the five county migrant edu-
cation program 

After retiring from the Merced County Office 
of Education he created his own consulting 
business and served on many projects, pro-
grams and initiatives that focused on the bet-
terment of Merced County children’s edu-
cation. Denard worked on anything that would 
improve the opportunities, training, job cre-
ation and life-long experiences that would 
translate into the development of Merced 
County. These movements include among 
many others: serving on the board of the local 
NAACP chapter, workforce development and 
the renaming of J Street in Merced to Martin 
Luther King Jr. Way. He was instrumental in 
establishing the annual ‘‘Concerned Men 
Cook’’ event where all of the proceeds go to 
scholarships for local children. Denard man-
aged local campaigns, and was always en-
gaged on municipal and county committees. 
He was a thoughtful and active leader who 
often called upon the community to weigh in 
on local issues at public hearings. 

Mr. Speaker it is with great honor that I rec-
ognize the memory of Denard Davis. Denard 
dedicated his life to the promotion of civil 
rights and education. May his years of service 
to the community of Merced County never be 
forgotten. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF TARY L. 
BROWN 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 28, 2015 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the outstanding service of Mr. 
Tary L. Brown, who will be retiring after thirty 
years of serving as CEO of Albany Area Pri-
mary Health Care (AAPHC) in Southwest 
Georgia. A retirement celebration was held in 
Tary’s honor on Saturday, September 26, 
2015 at 6:00 p.m. at the Doublegate Country 
Club in Albany, Georgia. 

Tary began his professional career after the 
death of his grandmother. Upset with how the 
local health care system treated her, he chose 
to devote his life ‘‘to making a difference and 
promoting healthcare as a Right.’’ Tary subse-
quently received a Bachelor of Science degree 
from Illinois State University and a Master’s 
degree in Health Administration from the Uni-
versity of Illinois. Upon graduation, he began 
working with community health centers 
(CHCs) in Oquawka, Illinois as both health de-
partment administrator and CHC director. 

Tary was then offered an opportunity to 
work in Georgia for two years initially. But 
Tary, as countless others before and after 
him, fell in love with the beautiful landscape 
and rich culture of our great state. For the 
next three decades, he worked tirelessly in 
Georgia to ensure that all citizens—no matter 
their race, income, or background—had ac-
cess to quality health care. 

Under Tary’s leadership, AAPHC performed 
over one million patient visits. The center 
trained medical students and residents and pi-
loted primary care case management of HIV/ 

AIDS, the largest rural program in the nation. 
Moreover, AAPHC was instrumental in re-
sponding to the medical needs of citizens dur-
ing natural disasters. Tary oversaw AAPHC’s 
growth from three sites and 34 employees to 
eight sites and 160 employees. I know that he 
will leave the AAPHC in good hands with in-
coming CEO, Shelley Spires. 

Tary has been recognized and commended 
for his leadership and service numerous times 
throughout his career. Some of his accolades 
include the 2010 Betsey K. Cook Advocacy 
MVP Award and the 2015 Spirit of Excellence 
Award, both from the National Association of 
Community Health Centers, and two Adminis-
trator of the Year Awards from the Georgia 
Association for Primary Health Care, Inc. His 
practice has been recognized as the Rural 
Practice of the Year in 2009 and was listed in 
the Top 25 Physician Group Practices by At-
lanta Business Chronicle in 1997. 

Tary Brown has been a stalwart advocate 
for CHCs on the local, state, and national lev-
els and has been a frequent visitor to my Con-
gressional office both in Albany and Wash-
ington D.C. He also has been active in the 
community and previously served as President 
of Georgia Association for Primary Health 
Care, Inc. 

Tary has achieved much in his life, but none 
of this would have been possible without the 
love and support of his wife, Lyndea, their 
three children, and three grandchildren. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring and recognizing Mr. Tary Brown 
for his outstanding leadership and his con-
tributions to improving the quality of health 
care in Southwest Georgia. I wish Tary all the 
best for his retirement and I look forward to 
his continued friendship and wise counsel in 
the future. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DOWNTOWN GOLDS-
BORO DEVELOPMENT CORPORA-
TION 

HON. G. K. BUTTERFIELD 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 28, 2015 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
recognize the Downtown Goldsboro Develop-
ment Corporation (DGDC) on the occasion of 
their Annual Dinner and Awards Ceremony. 
The DGDC was established in 1979 as a non- 
profit organization dedicated to improving 
Downtown Goldsboro by creating and facili-
tating downtown development, promotion, and 
preservation activities. 

DGDC’s employees and members of its 
board strive to work with local community 
members, downtown merchants, and other 
groups to enhance the appearance, desir-
ability, and vitality of Downtown Goldsboro. 
DGDC’s work that started some 36 years ago 
continues today under the capable leadership 
of its Executive Director, Ms. Julie M. Metz. 

I have had the pleasure of representing the 
City of Goldsboro since coming to Congress 
11 years ago and have witnessed firsthand 
the renaissance of Downtown Goldsboro. The 
significant infrastructure improvements and 
beautification efforts have helped to draw new 

residents and businesses to the City and 
helped to create jobs and expand the tax 
base. I was proud to accompany U.S. Secre-
taries of Transportation Ray LaHood and An-
thony Foxx to Goldsboro. They were equally 
impressed by the focused efforts of DGDC 
and the City in pursuing the Goldsboro Master 
Plan. 

Implementing that long term plan takes stra-
tegic partnerships between federal and local 
government and individuals and businesses. 
And it is DGDC’s Annual Dinner and Awards 
Ceremony that recognizes and honors the 
dedicated work of those that have labored so 
hard to improve the City of Goldsboro and its 
vibrant downtown. 

Awardees are honored in a variety of cat-
egories, including awards for Best Curb Ap-
peal, Best Promotional or Marketing Effort, 
Best New Business, Indicator of the Year, the 
‘‘Thank You’’ Award, Historic Preservation, 
Volunteer of the Year, Design Improvement, 
Advocate of the Year, Board Member of the 
Year, Outstanding Investor, Most Valuable 
Supporter, and Outstanding Business of the 
Year. 

This year’s award recipients are most de-
serving of DGDC’s recognition. They have 
gone to great lengths on behalf of those who 
live, work, and visit Downtown Goldsboro. I 
ask my colleagues join me in congratulating 
this year’s award recipients and in extending 
best wishes as they continue to build upon the 
City’s great successes. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LOU BARLETTA 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 28, 2015 

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, on Thursday, 
September 24, and Friday, September 25, I 
was attending a funeral in Pennsylvania and 
unable to be present for recorded votes. 

On September 24, had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘yes’’ on roll call no. 507, 
which would designate a post office in Ches-
terfield, MO, as the Sgt. Zackary M. Fisher 
Post Office. 

On September 25, had I been present, I 
would have voted the following on amend-
ments to H.R. 348, the RAPID Act: ‘‘no’’ on 
roll call no. 508, the Lowenthal amendment, 
‘‘yes’’ on roll call no. 509, the Grijalva amend-
ment, ‘‘no’’ on roll call no. 510, Gallego 
amendment; ‘‘no’’ on roll call no. 511, the 
Jackson Lee amendment, ‘‘no’’ on roll call no. 
512, the Dingell amendment, ‘‘no’’ on roll call 
no. 513, the Peters amendment, ‘‘yes’’ on roll 
call no. 514, the Gosar amendment, ‘‘no’’ on 
roll call no. 515, Jackson Lee amendment no. 
two, ‘‘no’’ on roll call no. 516, the Johnson of 
Georgia amendment, and ‘‘no’’ on roll call no. 
517, the Democratic Motion to Recommit. 

I would have proudly voted ‘‘yes’’ on roll call 
no. 518, final passage of H.R. 348, the RAPID 
Act, offered by my friend and colleague TOM 
MARINO. Since coming to Congress, I have 
been proud to work with him to reduce bur-
densome bureaucratic regulations on busi-
nesses in Pennsylvania and across the nation. 
These streamlining provisions will allow shovel 
ready construction projects to move forward, 
putting Americans back to work. 
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MOURNING THE PASSING OF 

ESTHER GOLAR 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, September 28, 2015 

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, Esther Golar was called home by the Lord 
on Monday, September 21, 2015 at age 71. 
Esther was born in Chicago, Illinois and was 
educated here including attending college at 
Malcolm X; and she was a member of Trinity 
United Church of Christ. Esther devoted her 
adult life to a tireless quest for social and eco-
nomic justice; and she worked with Alternative 
Policing Strategy, Neighborhood Housing 
Services of Chicago and Robert Fulton Ele-
mentary Local School Council. In 2006, Esther 
was appointed to represent the people of Dis-
trict 6 of the Illinois State House of Represent-
atives and was first elected in 2006 to the Illi-
nois House and re-elected again in each elec-
tion since and she was known and loved as 
one of the kindest and most compassionate 
elected officials in Illinois, a woman who used 
her powerful voice and enduring passion to 
selflessly champion for her constituents. 

Esther leaves to mourn her passing her 
daughter: Tiffany Golar; and grandchildren 
Briana Golar, Toni Thomas, Ananda Thomas 
and Jayden Golar, along with a massive host 
of friends and co-workers. 

Now, therefore be it resolved, that we deep-
ly mourn the passing of our dear friend Esther 
Golar; and be it further resolved, that we ex-
press to her family, friends and all who knew 
her, our appreciation, admiration and respect 
for her life and works and we commend her 
soul to the Almighty God for peaceful repose. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. XAVIER BECERRA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, September 28, 2015 

Mr. BECERRA. Mr. Speaker, I was unavoid-
ably detained and missed roll call vote 508. If 
present, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on roll call 
508. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF REP. 
LOUIS STOKES 

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR. 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, September 28, 2015 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, tonight, it is 
an honor to stand before you all and celebrate 
the life of my good friend, Congressman Lou 
Stokes. 

Lou was a highly honored member of Kappa 
Alpha Psi fraternity. He was a decorated vet-
eran who served in the U.S. Army during 
World War II. He was one of the original 
founders of the Congressional Black Caucus, 
and later its chair from 1972–1974. 

We will miss him here in Congress and 
across the country—he gave us all so much. 

Lou lived his life with an unrelenting opti-
mism—he knew his country could be a better 
place, and he never ceased to join in that 
struggle. He shared that quality that so many 

great men and women possess: a fierce, unre-
lenting, desire to bring about change. 

In 1967, Lou followed that conviction to the 
U.S. Supreme Court, where he argued for the 
petitioner in Terry v. Ohio, which established 
the standards under which a police officer may 
stop a citizen. 

Less than a year later, he became the first 
African-American in Ohio elected to the United 
States House of Representatives. On Jan. 3, 
1969 he took his seat in the House, just a 
year and three days after his brother—Carl 
Stokes—was elected Mayor of Cleveland and 
the first African-American mayor of a major 
city. 

He was a distinguished member of this 
body, serving on the Appropriations Com-
mittee for many years. He also served as 
Chairman of the House Select Committee on 
Assassinations, investigating the assassina-
tions of President John F. Kennedy and Dr. 
Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr., and as Chairman 
of the Committee on Standards of Official 
Conduct, now the House Ethics Committee. 

If there was one thing you knew about Lou, 
it was that you could find him fighting for what 
is right no matter how difficult the challenge or 
ominous the odds. It was—quite simply—an 
honor to call him my friend and my colleague. 
To have fought with him for 30 years has 
given my own time in this body a special 
meaning. 

I have passed along my condolences to his 
family—his wife Jay, his daughters Shelly, An-
gela, and Lori, and his son Chuck Stokes, an 
Editorial Director with Detroit’s WXYZ News. I 
thank them for sharing Lou with those who 
loved him and a country that needed him. 

Congressman Louis Stokes left behind a 
record of accomplishment that will continue to 
benefit the people of Cleveland, the American 
public, and this body for many years. 

f 

POPE FRANCIS’ VISIT AND CALL 
TO DEFEND AND PRESERVE THE 
DIGNITY OF ALL 

HON. JOYCE BEATTY 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, September 28, 2015 

Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, last week His 
Holiness Pope Francis addressed a Joint Ses-
sion of Congress—an address that I, like 
many, found to be both profound and provoca-
tive. 

Pope Francis’ first visit to our country coin-
cided with a time when our nation as he stat-
ed, is ‘‘marking the anniversaries of several 
great Americans’’, including Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr., who fifty years ago led the 
Selma-to-Montgomery marches in order to 
achieve full civil and political rights for African- 
Americans. 

These marches culminated in the enactment 
of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, which offered 
African-Americans a piece of Dr. King’s dream 
of equality, fairness, and justice. 

Yet, our nation continues to struggle with 
ensuring racial equality and voter enfranchise-
ment; we have, as Pope Francis stated at the 
White House last week, ‘‘defaulted on a prom-
issory note’’, but now is the time to honor it.’’ 

Let us continue to strive to follow the advice 
of Pope Francis and as envisioned by Dr. 
King—‘‘to foster a culture which enables peo-
ple to dream of full rights for all our brothers 
and sisters, instead of creating one which lim-
its opportunity and growth.’’ 

We could take a big step in that direction by 
passing the bipartisan Voting Rights Amend-
ment Act of 2015, H.R. 885. 

I urge all of my colleagues to cosponsor this 
important legislation and urge the Republican 
Leadership to bring it to the floor for a vote 
without delay. 

f 

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 

agreed to by the Senate of February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Tuesday, Sep-
tember 29, 2015 may be found in the 
Daily Digest of today’s RECORD. 

f 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 
SEPTEMBER 30 

9:30 a.m. 
Committee on Homeland Security and 

Governmental Affairs 
To hold hearings to examine the Depart-

ment of Education and student 
achievement. 

SD–342 
10 a.m. 

Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs 

Subcommittee on Securities, Insurance, 
and Investment 

To hold an oversight hearing to examine 
the Securities Investor Protection Cor-
poration. 

SD–538 
Committee on Environment and Public 

Works 
Subcommittee on Fisheries, Water, and 

Wildlife 
To hold an oversight hearing to examine 

the Army Corps of Engineers’ partici-
pation in the development of the new 
regulatory definition of ‘‘Waters of the 
United States’’. 

SD–406 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 

and Pensions 
Business meeting to consider S. 799, to 

combat the rise of prenatal opioid 
abuse and neonatal abstinence syn-
drome, S. 1893, to reauthorize and im-
prove programs related to mental 
health and substance use disorders, S. 
481, to amend the Controlled Sub-
stances Act and the Federal Food, 
Drug, and Cosmetic Act with respect to 
drug scheduling recommendations by 
the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services, and with respect to registra-
tion of manufacturers and distributors 
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seeking to conduct clinical testing, and 
other pending calendar business. 

SD–430 
Committee on the Judiciary 

To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tions of Brian R. Martinotti, and 
Julien Xavier Neals, both to be United 
States District Judge for the District 
of New Jersey, Robert F. Rossiter, Jr., 
to be United States District Judge for 
the District of Nebraska, and Edward 
L. Stanton III, to be United States Dis-
trict Judge for the Western District of 
Tennessee. 

SD–226 
Joint Economic Committee 

To hold hearings to examine financing 
higher education, focusing on exploring 
current challenges and potential alter-
natives. 

SD–562 
2 p.m. 

Committee on Foreign Relations 
To hold closed hearings to examine the 

economic crisis in Ukraine. 
S–116 

2:30 p.m. 
Committee on Homeland Security and 

Governmental Affairs 
Subcommittee on Federal Spending Over-

sight and Emergency Management 
To hold hearings to examine end of the 

year spending. 
SD–342 

Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-

tion of Michael Herman Michaud, of 
Maine, to be Assistant Secretary of 
Labor for Veterans’ Employment and 
Training. 

SR–418 
Select Committee on Intelligence 

To receive a closed briefing on certain 
intelligence matters. 

SH–219 
Special Committee on Aging 

To hold hearings to examine pension ad-
vances. 

SD–562 

OCTOBER 1 

9:30 a.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 

To hold hearings to examine the procure-
ment, acquisition, testing, and over-
sight of the Navy’s Gerald R. Ford-class 
aircraft carrier program. 

SD–G50 
10 a.m. 

Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs 

Business meeting to markup an original 
bill entitled, ‘‘American Crude Oil Ex-
port Equality Act’’. 

SD–538 
Committee on Finance 

To hold hearings to examine improper 
payments in Federal programs. 

SD–215 
Committee on Foreign Relations 

Business meeting to consider the nomi-
nations of Scott Allen, of Maryland, to 
be United States Director of the Euro-
pean Bank for Reconstruction and De-
velopment, Ann Calvaresi Barr, of 
Maryland, to be Inspector General, 
United States Agency for International 
Development, Barbara Lee, of Cali-
fornia, and Christopher H. Smith, of 
New Jersey, both to be a Representa-
tive of the United States of America to 
the Seventieth Session of the General 
Assembly of the United Nations, and 
Carolyn Patricia Alsup, of Florida, to 
be Ambassador to the Republic of The 
Gambia, John L. Estrada, of Florida, to 
be Ambassador to the Republic of Trin-

idad and Tobago, David R. Gilmour, of 
Texas, to be Ambassador to the Togo-
lese Republic, Jeffrey J. Hawkins, Jr., 
of California, to be Ambassador to the 
Central African Republic, Edwin Rich-
ard Nolan, Jr., of Massachusetts, to be 
Ambassador to the Republic of 
Suriname, David Malcolm Robinson, of 
Connecticut, to be an Assistant Sec-
retary of State (Conflict and Stabiliza-
tion Operations), and to be Coordinator 
for Reconstruction and Stabilization, 
Daniel H. Rubinstein, of Virginia, to be 
Ambassador to the Republic of Tunisia, 
Lucy Tamlyn, of New York, to be Am-
bassador to the Republic of Benin, Jen-
nifer Ann Haverkamp, of Indiana, to be 
Assistant Secretary of State for Oceans 
and International Environmental and 
Scientific Affairs, and Roberta S. 
Jacobson, of Maryland, to be Ambas-
sador to the United Mexican States, all 
of the Department of State; to be im-
mediately followed by a hearing to ex-
amine the civil nuclear agreement in 
South Korea. 

SD–419 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 

and Pensions 
To hold hearings to examine achieving 

the promise of health information 
technology. 

SD–430 
Committee on the Judiciary 

Business meeting to consider S. 1814, to 
withhold certain Federal funding from 
sanctuary cities. 

SD–226 
Committee on Small Business and Entre-

preneurship 
To hold hearings to examine the signifi-

cant costs and related burdens for 
small businesses resulting from the 
Gold King Mine waste water spill near 
Silverton, Colorado. 

SR–428A 
2 p.m. 

Committee on Foreign Relations 
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-

tions of Robert Porter Jackson, of Vir-
ginia, to be Ambassador to the Repub-
lic of Ghana, Harry K. Thomas, Jr., of 
New York, to be Ambassador to the Re-
public of Zimbabwe, Julie Furuta-Toy, 
of Wyoming, to be Ambassador to the 
Republic of Equatorial Guinea, and 
Dennis B. Hankins, of Minnesota, to be 
Ambassador to the Republic of Guinea, 
all of the Department of State. 

SD–419 
Committee on the Judiciary 
Subcommittee on Immigration and the Na-

tional Interest 
To hold an oversight hearing to examine 

the Administration’s FY 2016 refugee 
resettlement program, including fiscal 
and security implications. 

SD–226 
2:30 p.m. 

Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources 

Subcommittee on Public Lands, Forests, 
and Mining 

To hold hearings to examine S. 2031, to 
reduce temporarily the royalty re-
quired to be paid for sodium produced 
on Federal lands. 

SD–366 
Select Committee on Intelligence 

To hold closed hearings to examine cer-
tain intelligence matters. 

SH–219 

OCTOBER 6 

9:30 a.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 

To hold hearings to examine the situa-
tion in Afghanistan; with the possi-

bility of a closed session in SVC–217, 
following the open session. 

SD–G50 
10:30 a.m. 

Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources 

To hold hearings to examine the poten-
tial modernization of the Strategic Pe-
troleum Reserve and related energy se-
curity issues. 

SD–366 

OCTOBER 7 
2:15 p.m. 

Committee on Indian Affairs 
To hold hearings to examine S. 817, to 

provide for the addition of certain real 
property to the reservation of the 
Siletz Tribe in the State of Oregon, S. 
818, to amend the Grand Ronde Res-
ervation Act to make technical correc-
tions, S. 1436, to require the Secretary 
of the Interior to take land into trust 
for certain Indian tribes, S. 1761, to 
take certain Federal land located in 
Lassen County, California, into trust 
for the benefit of the Susanville Indian 
Rancheria, S. 1822, to take certain Fed-
eral land located in Tuolumne County, 
California, into trust for the benefit of 
the Tuolumne Band of Me-Wuk Indi-
ans, S. 1986, to provide for a land con-
veyance in the State of Nevada, and 
H.R. 387, to provide for certain land to 
be taken into trust for the benefit of 
Morongo Band of Mission Indians. 

SD–628 

OCTOBER 8 

9:30 a.m. 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-

sources 
To hold hearings to examine H.R. 2898, to 

provide drought relief in the State of 
California, S. 1894, to provide short- 
term water supplies to drought-strick-
en California, S. 1936, to provide for 
drought preparedness measures in the 
State of New Mexico, S. 1583, to au-
thorize the expansion of an existing hy-
droelectric project, and S. 2046, to au-
thorize the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission to issue an order con-
tinuing a stay of a hydroelectric li-
cense for the Mahoney Lake hydro-
electric project in the State of Alaska. 

SD–366 
2:30 p.m. 

Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources 

Subcommittee on Public Lands, Forests, 
and Mining 

To hold hearings to examine S. 414, to 
provide for conservation, enhanced 
recreation opportunities, and develop-
ment of renewable energy in the Cali-
fornia Desert Conservation Area, S. 
872, to provide for the recognition of 
certain Native communities and the 
settlement of certain claims under the 
Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act, 
S. 1295 and H.R. 1324, bills to adjust the 
boundary of the Arapaho National For-
est, Colorado, S. 1448, to designate the 
Frank Moore Wild Steelhead Sanc-
tuary in the State of Oregon, S. 1592, to 
clarify the description of certain Fed-
eral land under the Northern Arizona 
Land Exchange and Verde River Basin 
Partnership Act of 2005 to include addi-
tional land in the Kaibab National For-
est, S. 1941 and H.R. 2223, bills to au-
thorize, direct, expedite, and facilitate 
a land exchange in El Paso and Teller 
Counties, Colorado, S. 1942 and H.R. 
1554, bills to require a land conveyance 
involving the Elkhorn Ranch and the 
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White River National Forest in the 
State of Colorado, S. 1955, to amend the 
Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act 
to provide for equitable allotment of 
land to Alaska Native veterans, S. 1971, 
to expand the boundary of the Cali-
fornia Coastal National Monument, 
and S. 2069, to amend the Omnibus Pub-
lic Land Management Act of 2009 to 
modify provisions relating to certain 
land exchanges in the Mt. Hood Wilder-
ness in the State of Oregon. 

SD–366 

OCTOBER 20 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-

sources 
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-

tions of Cherry Ann Murray, of Kansas, 
to be Director of the Office of Science, 
and Victoria Marie Baecher Wassmer, 
of Illinois, to be Under Secretary, both 
of the Department of Energy, and Mary 
L. Kendall, of Minnesota, to be Inspec-
tor General, Suzette M. Kimball, of 
West Virginia, to be Director of the 
United States Geological Survey, and 

Kristen Joan Sarri, of Michigan, to be 
an Assistant Secretary, all of the De-
partment of the Interior. 

SD–366 

OCTOBER 27 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-

sources 
To hold an oversight hearing to examine 

the Office of Surface Mining, Reclama-
tion, and Enforcement’s proposed 
Stream Protection Rule. 

SD–366 
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